
                     Independent Mental Capacity Advocacy (IMCA) South Tyneside 

                      When to make a referral to Your Voice Counts 

 

Where a person;

A. does not have the 
mental capacity to 
make a specific 

decision at this time

& 

B. has no one in an 
unpaid role to speak 
up on their  behalf

You MUST
instruct IMCA

Where there is a decision to admit to hospital 
that is to last for 28 days or more

The decision maker must make 
an instruction to the IMCA 

service and  they must include 
the report from the IMCA in the 
best interest decision regarding 

the person. 

Where there is a proposal made by an NHS 
body to arrange accommodation for more than 

8 weeks;

Where there is a proposal made by NHS body 
regarding serious medical treatment

A proposal made by Local Authority to arrange 
accommodation for more than 8 weeks

You must 

consider
instructing

IMCA

Where there  are safeguarding adults 
concerns, and family and friends are 

considered not appropriate to consult.

The decision maker must be 
familiar with regulation and 

relevant local guidance when 
considering making an instruction 

and take the IMCA report into 
consideration when notifying the 

best interest  decision maker.Where there is a proposal to review 
accommodation arrangements.


